
Movement Makers Book Discussion Guide 

Movement Makers tells the astonishing story of how youth climate activism in the United States 

became a true mass uprising. By studying lessons from the past, today’s activists can prepare 

themselves to build an even more powerful movement for the future. Below are some guiding 

questions to help you lead discussions about the stories told in Movement Makers, and how they 

inform our fight for a livable planet today.  

Introduction 

➢ Young climate striker Zoe Schurman said, “If older generations aren’t going to be 

responsible, then in times of crisis youth have to step up and be the adults.” What does it 

mean for young activists, many of them under age 18, to act more responsibly than so-

called grownups?  

Chapter 1: Generation Climate 

➢ Climate activist Jamie Margolin called large climate protests a “point of entry to the wider 

movement.” What can activists do to welcome more people into the climate movement? 

 

➢ Zero Hour organizer Sohayla Eldeeb grew concerned about environmental issues after 

witnessing pollution along the Nile. When did you first become worried about problems 

like climate change? 

 

➢ What do you think made Greta Thunberg such an effective climate movement leader? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages to having a few charismatic leaders in a 

movement, versus many leaders working behind the scenes? Are these two approaches 

mutually exclusive? 

Chapter 2: No Time for Small Ideas 

➢ Will Lawrence of Sunrise Movement said, “The only credible approach to climate policy is 

to actually ask for the whole thing.” What does this mean to you? Do you agree or disagree 

with this statement?  

 

➢ Sunrise has tried to strike a balance between organizing high-profile protests in 

Washington, D.C., and pressuring members of Congress in their home districts. How 

would you go about influencing your Congressional representatives? 

Chapter 3: Money Talks 

➢ The divestment movement believes damaging the fossil fuel industry’s public reputation 

will help win the fight against climate change. What do you think of this strategy? 

 



➢ Although both grew up in New York City, Ilana Cohen and Ayisha Siddiqa had radically 

different experiences during Hurricane Sandy. Are some people more vulnerable than 

others to the effects of climate change in your community?  

 

➢ What institutions are you connected with that might currently be investing in fossil fuel 

companies? 

Chapter 4: News From the Frontlines 

➢ Black Mesa Water Coalition founder Enei Begay described “waking up and listening to 

elders again” as a key moment in her evolution as an activist. Have you learned things 

from people who are much older than you that inform your activism?  

 

➢ Shadia Fayne Wood got her start as an activist fighting a proposed waste dump in her 

community. What is the connection between climate and toxic waste? 

Chapter 5: Moving the Elephant 

➢ Some people assume youth-led climate protests are a relatively new phenomenon. Yet, 

the national youth climate movement has been building momentum for over two 

decades. How much did you know about this history before reading Movement Makers?  

 

➢ In 2005, a class called “Building the New Climate Movement” inspired students at 

Middlebury College who went on to found 350.org. What do you think a class by that 

name would look like if offered today? 

 

➢ The struggle to make climate activist groups truly diverse, equitable, and inclusive is as 

old as the movement itself. What can today’s climate organizations learn from past 

mistakes? 

Chapter 6: A Stand Worth Taking 

➢ Direct action is a tactic that often involves breaking the law to protest an injustice. Have 

you ever engaged in direct action? Would you consider doing so? 

 

➢ Tim DeChristopher went through a period of mourning after learning about the gravity of 

the climate crisis. He then channeled that despair into action. How have you found the 

strength to act on issues you care deeply about? 

Chapter 7: Tar Sands Wars 

➢ The fight against the Keystone XL pipeline brought together a diversity of climate, 

environmental, and Indigenous rights organizations, many of whom took radically 

different approaches to organizing. What made this particular pipeline fight so 

compelling? 



 

➢ The Tar Sands Action in Washington, D.C. captured the attention of the president in a way 

few climate protests had managed to do up to then. Do you think a similar action would 

be just as effective today, or less so?  

 

➢ Again and again, Indigenous organizers were the ones to raise the alarm about the tar 

sands. What energy projects near you are opposed by local Indigenous nations?   

Chapter 8: Oppose All Pipelines  

➢ The fossil fuel infrastructure resistance attacks climate change by targeting specific 

projects involved in the extraction, transportation, and combustion of coal, oil, and gas. 

What are the advantages or limitations to this approach?  

 

➢ Activists involved in campaigns against Shell Oil’s Arctic drilling plans and the Dakota 

Access pipeline drew on spiritual traditions as they confronted danger or hardship. Does 

spirituality play a role in your activism? If so, how?  

Chapter 9: The Challenge of Here and Now 

➢ Youth activists have transformed the public dialogue about climate change in the United 

States, and even helped pass federal legislation. However, much more work remains to 

be done. What do you see as the biggest next priorities for the climate movement? 

 

➢ Varshini Prakash of Sunrise Movement has suggested a mass campaign of 

“noncooperation” might be needed to win the climate movement’s goals. What do you 

think of this idea? 

Chapter 10: The Movement of the Future 

➢ Many activists whose stories are recounted in Movement Makers felt a sense of 

connection to the natural world while growing up. Has this been true for you? If not, 

where does your concern about climate change stem from?  

 

➢ Whether you’re an educator, an adult ally, or a young activist, you can support and help 

shape the next phase of youth climate organizing. What do you see as your role in the 

movement? 

Conclusion 

➢ After the devastating 2020 wildfires in Southern Oregon, climate activists worked to bring 

about a just, sustainable recovery. What does it look like for you to work for a better 

future in a world where effects of the climate crisis are already being felt? 


